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CAPITAL REMOVAL
Seldom has the site for a city been deliberately selected, less often has it been chosen in a wilderness, and
scarcely ever has a capital been so placed not only many
miles from any settlement but far from any single habitation of civilized man. Yet thus it was with Tallahassee
when its site was chosen for the seat of government of
the Territory of Florida and as the permanent home of its
wandering Council.
The location was selected with care, and by men well
qualified to determine the most advantageous position
near the center of population. But their decision did not
please a large minority of the inhabitants - those of East
Florida.
Early in the third session of the Legislative Council the first to convene at the new Capital, November 8, 1824
-“Mr. Robinson presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Gadsden County preying the removal of the
Seat of Government to a site on some navigable water,
which was read and ordered to lie on the table”.1
Thus was begun, or this is the first evidence of, that
more or less continual agitation for the removal of the
Capital from Tallahassee which is still a political question
today.
At the ninth session of the Council, in 1831, the advocates of removal were a majority and enacted the following2
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative
Council of the Territory of Florida, That with a
view to the permanent location of the seat of government of this Territory, there shall be appointed
by the Legislative Council, at its present session,
five persons as commissioners, one of whom shall be
1
2

Pensacola Gazette, Nov. 20, 1824.
Acts of the Legislative Council, 9th sess., 1831, p. 17.
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4
from the eastern, two from the middle, one from the
southern, and one from the western Judicial District.
That said commissioners shall meet at such time and
place as they may deem proper, and shall proceed to
examine all such places as, in their opinion, might
probably be the most eligible site for the permanent
location of the seat of government for this Territory.
Be it further enacted, That Jose A. Trias, from
the eastern district, John Gamble and Malcolm
Nicholson, from the middle, John Porter Lockhart,
from the western, and Theodore Owens, from the
southern Judicial District of this Territory, be and
they are hereby appointed commissioners as provided for in this act; to make said selection and
report * * *.
Passed Feb. 13, 1831.
REJECTED by the Governor, Feb. 13, 1831.
Reconsidered by the Council, 13th Feb. 1831,
and passed by the requisite majority.
It would be interesting to know which members of the
Council joined with those from East Florida (who presumably were removal advocates) to override the Governor’s veto. But unfortunately the journals of all of the
early sessions of the Council are lost, and these journals
were not issued in printed form until the session of 1832. 3
Nor have the reports of these commissioners been
preserved. But that they were far from agreeing on a
site is evident-for the five submitted four reports to the
next session of the Council 4 ; Owens and Lockhart from
the ends of the State alone agreeing, Perhaps it was because of this disagreement that no action on a permanent
site was then taken by the Council.
It may have been in the nature of a compromise that
3
The journals of some of these sessions are to be found in contemporaneous newspapers.
4
Journal of the Legislative Council, 1832, pp. 21, 22.
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5
at this same session a bill was passed 5 by a vote of nine to
seven entitled, “an act to provide for holding the next
session of the legislative council in the city of St. Augustine”; John P. Booth representing Walton and Washington counties, Stith F. Jones of Gadsden, and Sampson
Pope of Jackson voting with the members from East
Florida.
James D. Westcott, Jr., Secretary and Acting Governor throughout this session disapproved of the bill 6

Executive Office, Tallahassee,
February 8, 1832.
SIR-I return to the council the bill entitled, “an
act to provide for the holding the next session of
the legislative council of this territory in the city of
St. Augustine, and for other purposes, and at such
place thereafter as the legislative council may direct.”
How much soever, I am inclined to the belief
that the results of the measure proposed in the bill,
would ultimately, if it could be effected at this
time, be of salutary tendency upon the public interests, yet upon looking at the acts of Congress,
which relate to the location of a seat of government
for this territory, and the place of holding the sessions of the council, I find this bill is entirely inconsistent with their provisions and therefore reject it.
I am sir, Your ob’t. serv’t.,
JAMES D. WESTCOTT , J R.
HON. A. BELLAMY, Pres’t of the council.
Being reconsidered 7, the same nine members voted
for the bill. These were not enough to enact it, and
Tallahassee was safe for a time ; but such a victory could
only mean a truce.
At the session begun and held January 2, 1843, the
5
6
7

Ibid. p. 68.
Ibid. p. 88.
Ibid. p. 93.
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6
question again was considered and came to vote. On
February 16 there appears in the journal of the House 8 :Mr. Stewart offered the following preamble and resolution, viz :
WHEREAS the present seat of Government of this
Territory was located soon after the cession of the
Floridas to the United States, and before the
country was settled by American citizens ; and as
experience has proved that its location was extremely
injudicious, and that the city of Tallahassee is not
only inconvenient of access to the citizens in remote
parts of the Territory, but is also unhealthy; and
altogether, from a variety of causes, the most unsuitable in Florida at which the Legislature. and.
Courts of Appeals should hold their annual sessions:Resolved, therefore, That a select committee be
appointed, with instructions to draft a bill authorizing the selecting of a suitable site in a central part
of the Territory, for the establishment of a seat of
Government.
On a motion to lay the preamble and resolution on
the table, the yeas and nays were called by Messrs.
Knowles and Stewart, and were as follows:
Yeas-Messrs. Child [Alachua], De la Rua [Escambia], Forman [Gadsden], Knowles [Leon], McRaeny
[Leon], Patterson [Monroe], Tabor [Washington],
Taylor of Mosquito, Turner [Walton], and Zeigler
[Gadsden].-10.
Nays-Mr. Speaker [Lancaster, of Duval], Messrs.
Arnou [Calhoun], Broward [Duval], Bush [Jackson],
Dummett [St. Johns], Haddock [Nassau], Irwin [Jackson], Pent [Dade], Scott [Jefferson], Selph [Madison],
Smith [St. Johns], Stewart [Hamilton], and Summerlin
[Columbia]-13.
So the motion was lost.
8

House Journal 1843, p. 115.
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Mr. Knowles moved the same be indefinitely postponed, and the yeas and nays being called by Messrs.
McRaeny and Pent, were as follows:
Yeas-Messrs. Amos [Santa Rosa], Bush, De la
Rua, Forman, Irwin, Knowles, McRaeny, Patterson,
Scott, Tabor, Taylor of Mosquito, Turner and Zeigler13.
Nays-Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Arnou, Broward, Child,
Dummett, Haddock, Pent, Selph, Smith, Stewart, and
Summerlin - 11.
So the motion prevailed, and the same was indefinitely
postponed.
[Whereupon]
Mr. Haddock offered the following resolution:
Resolved, by the Governor and the LegislativeCouncil, That our Delegate in Congress be requested
to use his best exertions to procure a division of this
Territory, giving to East Florida all East of the
Suwannee, and to West Florida all West of said
river; and that a copy of this resolution be sent to
our Delegate in Congress.
The question of “removal” was not forgotten by the
politicians of East Florida, but it was ten years - during
the session of l853 - before it again came to vote in the
Legislature.
This was a time when politics was of serious concern
to every thinking man, for the lines were forming for
that greatest of all political struggles, the Civil War. So
when the periodically agitated question came to a vote of
the people in 1854 such was the interest in the larger
questions of the hour that little notice was taken even
in Tallahassee of this one which meant so much to her.
The plan of attack on Tallahassee was skilfully devised :
9
Be it enacted * * *That the qualified voters of the
State shall, at the election * * * for members of the
9

Acts, 6th session, 1852-53, p. 123.
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House of Representatives of the United States vote
for the “removal of the Seat of Government from
the city of Tallahassee” or “no removal” * * *. That
there shall be five commissioners appointed to wit,
Robert J. Floyd, of Franklin county, Richard A.
Shine, of Leon county, S. B. Thomas, of Madison
county, David Provence, of Marion county, and
John Darling of Hillsborough County. * * * That if
it shall appear that a majority of the ballots shall
have been cast for the removal of the Capital from
the city of Tallahassee, it shall be the duty of the
aforesaid Commissioners * * * to select and permanently locate the Seat of Government of this
State, having special regard to centralness and
healthfulness of locality.
Passed * * * and Approved, January 8, 1853.
At this election, October 4, 1854, the fight between
the rising Democrats and the conservative Whigs centered
in the contest for congressman between Augustus E.
Maxwell and former-Governor Thomas Brown. Such
was the intense party spirit aroused that the question of
“removal” seems to have been all but forgotten, and the
first returns, even in the Tallahassee papers, were solely
results of that bitter contest.
Tallahassee was in great danger of losing the Capital
and won by but six hundred votes. It is quite clear why
Madison alone of all the central counties voted for removal, and that by ten to one. The vote follows: 10
Removal No Rem.

Alachua
Calhoun
Columbia
Duval
Dade
Escambia
Franklin
Gadsden
10

380
846
690
2
2
1

8
165
11
7
334
242
786

Removal No Rem.

Levy
Madison
Monroe
Marion
Orange
Nassau
Putnam
St. Johns

The Florida Sentinel , Tallahassee, Nov. 7, 1854.
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657 63
4 175
436
5
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1
22
57
123
94
4
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16 352
9
2
127
270
298
197
_______________
4402 5020
During the years following the Civil War there was
renewed agitation of the question, and twice, in 1881 and
in 1900, had Tallahassee to face the possibility of losing
her position as the political center of Florida.
Towards the close of its session of the former year
the Legislature passed a bill moving the Capital “to
Gainesville, or some other place”. The bill was loosely
drawn-perhaps to gain sufficient support for passage and came under the veto of Governor Bloxham:
“I have the honor to return without my approval
.
a bill providing * * * that the seat of government
be changed from Tallahassee to Gainesville, or such
other place * * * which a majority of the voters
shall select. * * * The Constitution provides that the
seat of government shall remain in the city of Tallahassee until otherwise located by a majority vote
of the 11Legislature and a majority vote of the people
***"
It was his opinion that the former had not occurred,
nor had any proper provision been made for determining
the will of the people. His veto was sustained.
At the State Democratic Convention, held June 19,
1900, the perennial question was introduced and the following articles, not without opposition, were included in
the platform there adopted:
Article 25. The question of the removal of the
seat of State government * * * should be settled by
the white Democratic electors of the State.* * *
Article 26. The Democratic State Committee

Hernando
173
Hamilton
258
5
Hillsborough 323 7
Holmes
3 137
Jackson
1 728
Jefferson
56 421
Leon
5 745

11

Santa Rosa
St. Lucie
Sumpter
Walton
Wakulla
Washington

Senate Journal, 1881, p. 646.
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shall provide for the holding * * * of such primary
election.
Article 27. In the event that a place other than
Tallahassee shall have received a plurality * * * it
shall be the duty of the State Legislature to provide for the submission to the electors of a Constitutional Amendment providing for the change of location * * * and it shall be the duty of all Democrats
to vote for such.* * * If Tallahassee shall receive
the plurality vote, then the Legislature shall there
provide better accommodations for the State’s records and business.
It was determined that the primary be held in connection with the general election of that year, in November.
The method adopted followed Tallahassee’s interests
more nearly than that of the act under which the election
of 1854 was held. Now the opposition might be divided ;
and Ocala, Gainesville, St. Augustine and Jacksonville
entered the contest, a contest which the latter was believed to have promoted. Tallahassee and Jacksonville
carried a vigorous campaign to every part of the State,
those of Ocala and St. Augustine were energetic but more
restricted, while Gainesville early withdrew.
Not only did Tallahassee win but she received a majority of all votes cast.
Vote : Tallahassee 16,742, Jacksonville 7,675, Ocala
4,917, St. Augustine 2,881.
An intangible argument but a very real asset doubtless
had its influence on the contest: the distinctive charm of
Tallahassee - a charm which is known of if not felt by
those who have never seen the dome of the Capitol above
the trees nor its sentinel columns guarding the doors
which open directly east and west towards the far-away
borders of the State, the charm of trees and flowers, and
of other columns before many other doors all of which
are always open to the north and south as well - and the
charm which lies within them.
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THE BATTLESHIP MAINE AS A FLORIDA
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH QUARANTINE
VESSEL 1
During the summer of 1896 Key West experienced
quite an epidemic of small-pox caused by an error of
diagnosis - mistaking chicken-pox in an adult negress. I
found the situation quite grave on my return home from
various trips which I made during that early part of my
State Health Officership. I very soon found quite a
trouble on my hands, for the statute in regard to contagious diseases was such as to compel the State Board
of Health to care for all contagious communicable diseases of a dangerous character, especially small-pox. The
scattered cases, principally in the negro section of the
town, made many foci to be looked after in food, medicine and in guarded isolation, and necessarily the expense was piling up. To counteract that, authority was
gotten from the President of the State Board of Health
to erect a suitable building well removed from the inhabited centers, into which the cases could be removed,
segregated, and economically maintained to recovery,
for in the large majority of cases the disease was mild in
character.
When the building had been erected and equipped,
the Mayor of the city was notified to cause all cases,
white as well as colored, to be removed to the hospital.
To my surprise he positively refused, and was supported
in his refusal by the President of the Council and the
Council. He was then given twelve hours within which
to make the removal of cases, and as an ultimatum, the
quarantine of the city and island from the mainland of
Florida. Meanwhile communication was had with the
Governor of the State, Governor Mitchell, asking his
1
This is the first part of Dr. Porter’s Reminiscences mentioned in
the last number of the Quarterly. They are told in narrative style,
without revision, for it is believed that in this form they will not only
be more interesting but will be of at least as great historical value. Editor.
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assistance in requesting the United States Navy and
Treasury Departments to give aid through government
vessels lying in the harbor.
After the expiration of twelve hours, and when no
steps had been taken by the City Authorities to comply
with the request of the State Health Officer in the removal of the cases of small-pox to the hospital, all
guards, food, maintenance, and medical treatment were
removed by the State Board of Health, and the City of
Key West placed by proclamation under quarantine from
the rest of the State. The next morning while Dr.
Joseph H. White, an officer of the United States Marine
Hospital Service, who had been detailed here from
Washington to assist me in suppressing the epidemic, and
myself were busily engaged in vaccinating adults’ and
children of both races, there appeared in the doorway of
my office two naval officers, in immaculate white uniform
with side arms and gloved, who wished to see Dr. Porter.
After mutual introduction, Captain Sigsbee, the Commanding Officer of the Battleship Maine, then lying in the
harbor, said that he had been ordered by the Secretary of
the Navy to report to Dr. Porter, the State Health
Officer of Florida, for duty in connection with harbor
quarantine of the island. The situation was explained
and the younger officer took notes of what was desired,
and the signatures of both Dr. White and Dr. Porter
were furnished Captain Sigsbee, without which to a permit allowing vessels, crew or passengers to leave the port,
he would instruct all craft to be detained and turned back.
The quarantine, with the United States Government supporting the same at the request of the Governor of the
State, had the desired effect and the next day every case
of small-pox, white and colored, were removed by the city
authorities to the hospital, and vaccinating rapidly progressed. The sequence was that the cases in the city also
rapidly decreased in number, and in a month the city was
declared free from small-pox and the quarantine “lifted”.
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A launch from the Maine, commanded by a junior
officer of the Navy and equipped with a one-pound rifle
gun in the bow, patrolled the harbor both by day and
night and all vessels leaving the harbor were inspected as
to needed permits. It was intimated by the rebellious of
the community, that should occasion arise and assistance
be needed, no attention would be paid to the Government
patrol. The occasion arose soon afterwards when a report was circulated that one of the Mallory Line of
steamers coming from Galveston had grounded on a reef
just outside of the entrance to one of the channels leading into the harbor. Whereupon every craft which could
sail immediately “put out” to assist the steamer supposedly in distress. For an hour or more the Government launch acting as a patrol boat was kept busy, but
succeeded in rounding up and turning back many who did
not have the required permit to leave. Now comes the
incident which I wish to stress and how the battleship
Maine acting as a quarantine steamer, enforced discipline
and supported the authority of the State Board of Health
of Florida. A wrecking tug put forth to assist the
steamer. The tug was owned and commanded by one of
the “irreconcilables” who “would show whether the State
Board of Health could interfere with him in his business”.
The tug was hailed and called to stop by the officer in the
launch, but paid no attention. Evidently from the deck
of the Maine the manouvering had been watched and
when it was seen that the tug was getting away from the
patrol launch, “boom” went a blank shot from the Maine,
and again when no attention was paid to this warning,
another shot was fired but this time with shotted shell,
which fell just in front of the bow of the tug. Result an immediate turning around of the tug with several of
the sail satellites which had escaped inspection, and a return to the harbor; with likewise an immediate flooding
of the State Health Officer’s office for vaccination and
permits.
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The Maine was released from duty at Key West
shortly afterwards and ordered North, but the Navy Department supplied another battleship for quarantine duty
until the quarantine was finally “lifted”.
A battleship thus acting as a quarantine vessel, and
her commanding officer, a man of high rank, under the
direction of the Secretary of the Navy enforcing sanitary
instructions of the Florida State Board of Health, is, I
think, the first instance of the kind in the history of maritime quarantine.
JOSEPH Y. PORTER .
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JACKSONVILLE AND THE SEMINOLE WAR
PART II
INDIAN HOSTILITIES ! !

1

Latest Intelligence from the Theatre of War
We insert a copy of a letter from Col. Warren to
Gen. Clinch, which will be read with great interest judging from the proportion of the slain and wounded,
the engagement was a severe one. Our anxiety is great
to hear farther particulars, and to know the names of the
five slain, whose names are put down in the letter as unknown.
This letter contains our latest intelligence, except a
report just arrived, that two of the wounded are since
dead - that Weeks, one of the above, who belonged to
the Mandarin Company, fired at the Indians three times
-twice after he had received several balls, the last discharge made when he was down, - killing an Indian
that had jumped into one of the wagons, - and that
Captain McLemore had two horses shot under him.
How much truth is in this report we cannot pretend to
say.
Head Quarters,
Fort Crum, Dec. 19, 1835.
Sir-The troops under my command, took up the
line of march yesterday morning, to scour out the Wacahouta and adjacent hammocks,, and not wishing to be
encumbered with baggage, I dispatched the baggage
wagons to take the direct route for Wetumpka, via
Micanopy ; on arriving at the Kanopaha prairie, I immediately took Captain McLemore’s and Captain Lancaster’s companies, and pursued on the trail, and on arrival at Benj. Warren’s, found his house in flames, passing on we found a body of Indians, fifty or sixty in
number, had attacked and captured our baggage as it
1

The Courier, Jacksonville, Florida, December 24, 1835.
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passed over the Prairie, and set the wagon on fire. The
officer in command of the baggage train, with several of
the escort had retired to Micanopy, and I have not been
able to ascertain correctly, what loss has been sustained:
two Sergeants and four men have returned into Camp
unhurt, and one Sergeant and one private belonging
to Capt. McLemore’s Company, mortally wounded, still
lingering at this fort. I am not able to make a more
correct return, as I am unadvised of the numbers who
have escaped to Micanopy, but will make a more full return as soon as possible. By this unfortunate affair, all
our papers, such as orders, reports, &c. and all our ammunition, surgical instruments, &c. are lost.
Gen. Call, with his reinforcement, is expected here
today, and as I am assured that the whole body. of Indians are in the Wacahouta and adjacent hammocks, the
sign is great, and from the force seen in different parties,
we are assured that they are all here. I think it advisable
that you send all the regular force, to co-operate with
us immediately. The fighting is to be done here. We are
in want of ammunition and camp equipage, having, as I
stated before, lost all in our wagons.
Yours respectfully,
JOHN

WARREN,

Col. and Com. Mil. in service.
D. L. CLINCH .
P. S. Killed. Sergt. Hunt; privates Tillis and U.
Roberts and five others not known ; wounded six, one
mortally (Weeks), escaped sixteen.
Gen. Call has just arrived in camp with 250 men, and
assumed the entire command.
GEN.

Head Quarters,
(near Fort Crum) 12 o’clock at night.
Dec. 17, 1835.
Sir-Intelligence has arrived in Camp, that about 30
Indians made an attack on Mr. Simmons’ house, on the
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Palatka road, about 8 miles from Micanopy, and 20 from
this Camp. They rushed on the house with furious yells
and heavy firing ; but Simmons and J. Carr and two
others, who happened to be there, barred up the house
and defended themselves until daylight - when the Indians took a drove of fat hogs out of the pens and drove
them off. Immediately Capts. Sumerall’s and Gibbon’s
companies were despatched off at twenty minutes notice,
(with Carr to show the trail) and with orders to pursue
and destroy the Indians whereever, found.
We march on for Wacahouta in the morning, where
it is reported that a great show of Indians is seen. Further, I have not time to say.
Yours truly,
W. J. M ILLS .
We delay our paper, which was all ready for press.
to notice the arrival of the Steamer Florida from Savannah. Her arrival was hailed by our citizens with joy,
as she brought us that which we were almost wholly destitute, and of which we stood in need, arms for our defense. Messrs. King and Co. of Savannah have our
warmest thanks for their kindness and liberality in
furnishing us in the manner they have done - with forty
stand of arms, with accoutrements, borrowed from the
State of Georgia, and for which they have obligated
themselves to the State. But let a letter from the Messrs.
Kings to I. D. Hart of this place, speak for itself.
“Savannah, Dec. 21, 1835.
Dear Sir - At the earnest request of Judge Doggett,
Cols. Warren and Mills, of your place, we have borrowed,
as we cannot find any for sale, 40 stand of arms,
with accoutrements complete, which we send to Florida.
We have had to give our bond for their return.”
Extract of another letter from the Messrs. Kings to
Judge Doggett.
"We have put on board the Florida forty stand of
arms and accoutrements, which we send to our mutual
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friend, I. D. Hart, Esq. to use in case of need-they are
borrowed and not for sale.”
INDIAN AFFAIRS

2

Latest Intelligence.
The latest intelligence from Camp will be found in
the two letters below. It will be seen that the number of
.
killed is three and the wounded twelve.
Captain Lancaster, of this place, a member of our
bar, an estimable citizen, and one of the foremost to
volunteer, is, we are happy to learn, rapidly recovering
from his wound.
While charging the hammock on Sunday, the 20th
inst. Captain Lancaster stepped upon the trunk of a tree
which had been blown down, and while he was stooping
and looking for an Indian, which he supposed to be secreted near him, the Indian, from the roots, fired upon
him, wounding him in the neck, the bullet ranging down
his back. The Indian was shot instantly dead by Mr.
Curry of Mandarin. Since the charging of the hammock
the Indians have ceased their attacks upon houses and
plantations.
The spirited and determined manner in which the
hammock was charged - the bravery exhibited by both
officers and men present on the occasion - gave the hostile
Seminoles an earnest of what they are to expect from
the hands of Florida’s gallant sons, and has, it seems,
damped the ardor of their resistence. From the circumstance, that the different scouting parties that have
scoured the hammocks, without finding signs of the Indians, it is probable that they have retired farther into
the nation.
The measures of operation best calculated to bring
those misguided “savages of the forest”, led on to the
brink of destruction by their warrior Powell, to a sense
of their condition, and of the utter inutility and rashness
2

The Courier, Jacksonville, Florida, December 31, 1835.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol3/iss4/1

18

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 3, Issue 4

19
of their resistence, - will be adopted by the commanding
officers of the forces now on the field. We place every
confidence in Gens. Clinch and Call. They are gentlemen
of tried, and great ability, experience and bravery. They
have been proved to be as gallant in war, as they are estimable and courteous in the social circles of private life.
We have confidence also in the bravery and good
conduct of our own officers in command of the Eastern
Brigade-Cal. Warren, and Lt. Col. Mills, from this
city; the first to muster, and march to the scene of action,
will, we trust, acquit themselves honorably and nobly, and
returning in honor and triumph, bring home to their
families and friends, a good report of the conduct of the
citizens of this section, who, seizing the best implements
of war at hand, so suddenly and freely marched out to
the conflict.
Return of killed and wounded in the affair of Dec. 18,
1835.
Co. A. Capt. Ross-Wounded, Sgt. David McKee.
Private, Seymour Pickett, Walter Furman, and Robert
Chesley.
Co. B. Capt. Lancaster-Killed, Private Paul McKee
and E. W. Weeks.
Co. C. Capt. Hutcheson-Wounded, Private Bleach
and Henry Bishop.
Columbia Volunteers, Capt. McLemore. - Killed,
Private Tillis. Wounded, Sgt. Hurst.
Dear Sir - In addition to the brush on the 18th when
the baggage was captured, we had another yesterday to
sanctify the Sabbath. At nine o’clock in the morning we
took up the line of march from Crum’s Fort for Micanopy
- on arriving at the end of the Prairie, our advanced
guard sent word back to me at the head of the Duval and
Alachua men, now called the first Regiment, that the Indians were burning Hargans’ house, &c. I sent the mes-
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senger to Gen. Call who was in the center with Cols.
Parish and Warren, and he immediately sent Col. Warren with orders to take two companies, Ross and Hutcheson, and flank to the South and the West of the hammock. Captains Summerall and Gibbons were detached
on the North and East, and I took Capts. Turner, Lancaster and McLemore and covered the space between
Capts. Hutcheson and Gibbons, - the advanced guard
entered the hammock and were immediately fired onwe all dismounted and entered the Hammock at the
charge step, and were soon in action - the Indians yelling
constantly firing by Platoons - they were in a thick bush
pond and had a great advantage, and fired on us without
our seeing them. However, after about one hour’s sharp
firing it ceased, and we came out of the hammock and
found our loss as above stated. Lancaster is shot in the
neck, not dangerous.
Our neighbors all behaved well-many of us having
smelled powder for the first time. We recaptured all our
papers and our cooking utensils. The ammunition and
clothes were all taken away.
We have a hard time ahead. For two days past I
have not eat enough to keep a mouse alive, nor have any
others in Camp (except 50 men sent down to guard Tarvers) who sent us word that they are in good quarters:
our horses also fare bad, there is sometimes a plenty of
corn and no mills to grind it. Potatoes we sometimes get
if we get time to dig them, and beef - but sometimes we
are ordered one way and the baggage another. I have
not time to say more. You must tell all my friends how
matters are - if my wife is not gone off do stop her if
possible.
Your friend,
W. J. MILLS.
P. S. We found six Indians dead last evening - how
many wounded we know not. We suppose there were 30
or 40 of them in action.
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The Florida arrived last evening with forty spirited
Volunteers on board destined for Picolata. They go on
with the intention of fortifying that point on the River.
They are provided with all the implements necessary for
the construction of a Block-House - and the gallant Capt.
Stephens with his no less gallant officers has all the
knowledge and experience requisite for the business.
They came on provided with arms and ammunition in
abundance - two beautiful French six pounders, and 48
stand of arms, etc.
This act of our generous brethren of Savannah - the
promptitude with which they have flown to succor the
defenseless - the liberality with which they contributed
their treasure - the nobility of feeling manifested on this
occasion, speak a language of commendation, with which
all we could say will bear no comparison.
We can assure them of our gratitude; and the citizens
of East Florida will not soon forget this act of Georgia’s
patriotism.
(Succeeding documents and contemtporaneous narratives will appear in the next number of the QUARTERLY.)
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EDUCATION IN FLORIDA, 1821-1829
Writers on the history of education in Florida have
usually passed over the period between 1821 and 1830
with only casual mention. During this decade no public
schools were established in the territory and the records
relating to private schools and libraries are meagre. However, since the educational activities in these years form
the background of the later cultural development, it seems
advisable to gather all available material on the subject
and to attempt to draw a picture as accurate as possible
under the circumstances.
I.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

It is certain that Florida’s private schools of this
period did not differ essentially from those found in other
parts of the country, although some types of educational
institutions in vogue elsewhere were probably not found
in the territory. This was the time when academies,
Latin Grammar schools, colleges, female “seminaries”,
Lancaster monitorial schools, Fellenberg manual labor
academies, “Sunday” schools, and, of course, private elementary schools flourished in the United States. So far
as can be ascertained no Lancaster or Fellenberg schools,
and no colleges and Latin Grammar schools in the ordinarily accepted sense, were established in Florida before
1830. However, all the others were in existence here.
It is impossible to ascertain whether the inhabitants
of Pensacola or St. Augustine, the only towns of any
size in 1821, had the distinction of establishing the first
educational institution after Spain had relinquished the
territory to the United States in July of that year; but
on September 15, 1821, Henry Hill inserted an advertisement in the Floridian of Pensacola announcing that he
was ready to teach reading, writing, grammar, arithmetic,
and book-keeping, both single and double entry. Although Hill may never have opened his school, he was
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the first of at least six teachers who were in that town
before 1824.
On October 29, 1821, a Dr. Shewe advertised himself as a teacher of French. 1 In February of the next
year,2 I. R. Lane and I. Taylor opened a school in which
they offered to teach “most of the * * * sciences that
are usually taught in the colleges of our country together
with the English, French, and Latin Languages”: In
May of that year,3 we come upon the first reference to the
teaching of music in American Florida, when a Mr.
Scherer asked for students in piano forte and vocal music.
According to an incidental reference, a Mr. Jackson had
school rooms on Baylen St. in July, 1822. 4 All these
schools were temporary affairs, - a fact which indicates
that Pensacola was still a pioneer settlement.
The most interesting educational venture of Pensacola
in the early 20’s was the Sunday School. The sum total
of our knowledge about it is, that it was in existence
during July and August, 1822. We do not know the
name of the teacher, nor the number of pupils enrolled.
We may be fairly certain that its purpose was to give
elementary religious and secular instruction to poor children on Sunday, after the manner of American and
English Sunday Schools of that time. It seems to have
been the only school of the type ever established in
Florida. Its chief sponsor was its secretary, 5 William
Hasell Hunt, the proprietor of the book store and the circulating library, - a man who had been a student at Harvard for three years. All traces of elementary schools in
Pensacola between 1823 and 1830 have disappeared with
two exceptions, - a Mr. Hutt planned to begin an English
school on March 1, 1828,6 and E. T. Garrett opened “a
1
2

Floridian, Nov. 5, 1821.

Ibid, Feb. 4, 1822.
3
Ibid. May 18, 1822.
4
Ibid. July 20, 1822.
5
Ibid. Aug. 10, 1822.
6
Pensacola Gazette, Feb. 29, 1828.
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seminary for the instruction of children in the English
language”.7
Although our first reference to educational activities
in St. Augustine is dated February, 1823, earlier ones
undoubtedly existed, the records of which have been lost.
Between February 1, 1823, and August 19, 1829, schools
and teachers came and went in the town in almost kaleidoscopic manner. James P. Cotter announced on the
former date a "Classical and English School”, “in the
room heretofore appointed for public instruction”.8 P.
Menard was willing in March, 1823,9 to teach the “rudiments of the French Language”, and also “English to
10
the Spaniards”. M. Andrew Burgevin advertised in
August, 1823, his intention of giving instruction in surveying and allied subjects. He also offered to teach
“how to translate any French work in a very short
time”.
The years 1824 and 1825 saw a number of educational innovations in St. Augustine. In April, 1824,
Messrs. Ashman and Hunter opened in Georges Street
a school for the teaching of the branches “of an Academical or Collegiate education”,11 the first of its kind in the
town, so far as is known. Later in the year, a Mr.
Howe started a classical school.12 In 1825 the first of the
teaching preachers, under whose guidance much of the
education of Florida was destined to be conducted for the
next twenty years, appeared in St. Augustine, when the
Rev. Timothy M’Carthy started a “Classical and Philosophical Seminary”. 13 The town’s first ladies’ school was
planned in December, 1825, by Mrs. Perry of Fayetteville, N. C. 14 It may never have been opened, and it
7

Pensacola Gazette, Feb. 10, 1829.
East Florida Herald, Feb. 1, 1823.
Ibid. Mar. 22, 1823.
10
Ibid. Aug. 23, 1823.
11
Ibid. April 3, 1824.
12
Ibid: Dec. 18, 1824.
13
Ibid. July 5, 1825.
14
Ibid. Dec. 6, 1825.
8

9
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certainly was of short duration, as a Mrs. Alexander was
organizing a “Female School” in December, 1826.15
All records relating to the educational progress of St.
Augustine in 1827 and 1828 have been lost except a
statement in a Pensacola newspaper that there were good
schools in the Atlantic sea-coast town in December, 1827,
or January, 1828.16 The references for 1829, however,
have survived. A school for “young gentlemen and
misses” under the superintendence of Mr. and Mrs. Ball
was in operation during the entire year.17 Mrs. Weir was
also giving lessons in piano forte and guitar,18 and Miss
Mackenzie was conducting a girls’ school.19
While Pensacola and St. Augustine were struggling
along in their cultural and economic development, the territorial seat of government was moved in 1824, to a point
about midway between the two places. Middle Florida,
with its centre at the capital city, Tallahassee, attracted
so many settlers that almost one-half of the inhabitants
of the territory were found in 1830 within the borders of
Leon County and the counties immediately adjacent,
Gadsden and Jefferson. In September, 1829, the Tallahassee paper declared that the town with a population of
about one thousand was supporting two private schools
and an academy.20 The former were boarding schools
for ladies, one conducted by Thomas Easton Randolph
and the other by Jane Gray. Both of these teachers gave
prominent Floridians as references, - Randolph using the
name of Francis Eppes,21 a grandson of Thomas Jefferson ;
and Jane Gray referring to Achille Murat,22 the nephew
of Napoleon Bonaparte.
The academy just referred to was the famous Leon
15

East Florida Herald, Dec. 12, 1826.
Pensacola Gazette, Feb. 5, 1828.
Florida Herald, May 6, Aug. 19, 1829; Apr. 20, 1830.
18
Ibid. July 22, 1829.
19
Ibid. Mar. 25, 1829.
20
Floridian and Advocate, Sept. 8, 1829.
21
Ibid. Sept. 22, 1829.
22
Ibid. Oct. 6, 1829.
16

17
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Academy, which. was the chief educational institution of
Florida for several decades, and was, many believe, the
forerunner of the West Florida Seminary, organized in
1857, which in its turn later developed into the Florida
State College for Women. The true history of the beginning of academies in the territory has never been told.
Many writers have assumed that academies were not
started until they had been incorporated by the Legislative Council. If this were true, only two academies had
been established in Florida before 1830, the Webbville
Academy, which received its charter on December 22,
1827,23 and the Union Academy, also in Jackson County,
which was incorporated November 21, 1828. 24 Leon
Academy was not incorporated until February 12, 1831.25
The academies with their boards of trustees and hired
teachers, and their curricula including subjects that
formed the basis of a liberal education, were undoubtedly
the apex of the educational ventures of early American
Florida. The year 1827 seems to have been the time
when they started in the territory although some may
have been in existence in 1826. The first notice of the
Leon Academy is found in the Pensacola Gazette of
March 9, 1827, in which is an advertisement which contains the following : “Now in operation, under the superintending care of the Rev. Henry White, A. M. * * *
It is the design of the Principal, that this institution become permanent, if suitable encouragement be given”.
The design was apparently carried out, as in 1828 the
trustees of the academy at Tallahassee declared that the
principal, William Wilson, was “well recommended and
well qualified to superintend the instruction of the youth”.26
In 1829 the principal, the Rev. Alexander Aikman, was
assisted by Robert Kerr.27
23
24
25

26
27

Acts of the Legislative Council, sixth session, 1827-1828, pp. 7-8.
Acts, seventh session, 1828, p. 247 f.
Acts, ninth session, 1831, p. 86.

Pensacola Gazette, Feb. 8, 1828.
The Florida Advocate, Mar. 14, 1829, June 13, 1829.
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Besides the Leon Academy, at least five others were
established or planned in Florida before 1830, the Pensacola Academy, the Webbville Academy in Jackson
County, the Bonavista Academy on St. Andrews Bay,
the Union Academy in Jackson County, and the Key
West Academy. The first of these was opened not later
than January, 1827, when the Rev. G. Chalon had charge,
assisted by N. Ward. 28 It may have passed out of existence before the end of the year, for no references to
it are found during the succeeding years, although a
Pensacola Academy was incorporated by the Legislative
Council in 1831. 29
Webbville Academy was located at Webbville, a town
about ten miles northwest of the present city of Marianna. The school was opened on February 27, 1827,
and was in charge of Thomas J. Bryan. 30 The moving
spirit of the institution was the president of the trustees,
the Rev. Peter W. Gautier, a Methodist minister, who
had recently come from Georgia. When he moved to St.
Andrews Bay in the summer of 1827, the remainder of
the trustees took charge, and, as we have seen, had the
Legislative Council incorporate it in December of that
year. It is believed that the school was soon permanently
discontinued.
Gautier, ex-Governor John Clark of Georgia, and some
others established Bonavista Academy on St. Andrews
Bay in the summer of 1827. 31 Mr. Wachob of Georgia
was the teacher. Distant from the centers of population,
the school soon died.
The Union Academy, mentioned above as incorporated in November, 1828, may never have been put
into operation. The same was probably the case with
28
29

Pensacola Gazette, May 18, 1827.
Acts, ninth session, 1831, p. 88. In the Pensacola Gazette of

Aug. 10, 1827, it was announced that E. B. Corley had started an
academy. It is not known whether this was a continuation of Chalon’s
school.
30
Pensacola Gazette, June 29, 1827.
31
Ibid. July 6, 1827; Sept. 14, 1827; Feb. 8, 1828.
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the Key West Academy, which was to have been opened
in February, 1829, 32 under the superintendence of Ede
VanEvour, the brother-in-law of Benjamin Edes, on
whose Baltimore press the original edition of the Star
Spangled Banner was printed.
The courses of study offered in the schools before the
advent of the academies ranged, as we have’ seen, all the
way from the “three R’s” to philosophy, astronomy,
chemistry, physics, higher mathematics, and foreign
languages. These last included not only Greek, Latin,
and French, but also Spanish. In this respect, the
schools of Pensacola and St. Augustine were distinctive,
as they emphasized the study of Spanish. This followed
naturally from the large Spanish population in these
towns. Another noteworthy characteristic of the institutions was the stress placed on the so-called practical subjects, even in the “classical” schools. Courses in navigation and surveying were often offered, and sometimes in
bookkeeping. However, the fine arts were not forgotten,
for teachers of both instrumental and vocal music, of
drawing and painting, appeared in St. Augustine and
Pensacola. In Mrs. Alexander’s “Female School” of the
former town, needlework was taught. 33
Beginning with 1827, the curricula of the schools
became more diversified. Thus, the advertisement of
Bonavista Academy in 1827 specifically mentioned three
groups of subjects ; first, spelling, reading, writing and
arithmetic; second, grammar, geography, logic, and
natural philosophy ; third, mathematics and the languages.” Leon Academy under the control of the Rev.
Mr. Aikman in 1829 had four classes, - first, Greek and
Latin languages, mathematics ; second, grammar, geography, etc.; third, writing, arithmetic, etc. ; fourth, spelling and reading.”
32
33
34
35

Key West Register, Feb. 12, 1829.
East Florida Herald, Dec. 12, 1826.
Pensacola Gazette, Sept. 14, 1827.
The Florida Advocate, June 13, 1829.
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The best picture of any school is the one found in the
advertisement of Thomas Easton Randolph’s “Female
Academy” in Tallahassee in 1829. 36 Much of it should
be quoted, as it shows the classes, courses, text-books,
and, to a certain extent, the methods of the leading girls’
school in Florida at that time.
“Class 1. ( Including such as in addition to the more
ordinary studies, attend the highest English studies.)
“Class 2. (Including such as receive instruction in
orthography, Grammar, Arithmetic and Geography.)
‘“Class 3. (Supposed to include very young children,
or such as are taught orthography and reading alone.)
“French Language, Spanish, Drawing and Painting,
Music (Piano).
“English Books used in this school. Walker’s Dictionary (abridged), Ingersoll’s Grammar, Daboll’s Arithmetic, for the first class, Colburn’s first book for the
second class. Woodbridge’s Geography and Atlas for the
second class, Worcester’s for the first. Goldsmith’s Histories of Greece, Rome, and England (Abridged) and
Mayo’s Ancient Atlas. Readings on Poetry by Miss
Edgeworth.
“For the highest English Studies. Conversations on
Natural Philosophy, Conversations on Chemistry, Conversations on Political Economy. Blair’s Lectures.
Watts’ On the Mind, Paley’s Natural Theology and
Paley’s Evidences of Christianity.
“Books used by the French Classes. Wanostrocht’s
Grammar (latest Edition), Nugent’s school dictionary,
Flentz’s Manual, Galatie, Estelle, Gonsalve de Cordoue
or any other of the romances of Florian. Voltaire’s
histories of Charles XII and Pierre le Grand, Chefs
d’Oeuvres Dramatis de Voltaire, Oeuvres de Racine,
Chefs d’Oeuvres de Corneille.
“Books used by the Spanish Classes. Jose’s Grammar
and exercises, Newman’s school dictionary, Colmena Es36

Floridian and Advocate, Dec. 8, 1829.
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panola, Cartas Manuecas, Numa Pompilla, Atala and
Don Quixote.
“Reading aloud, Pemnanship and Composition, will
be required of every pupil above eight years of age,
otherwise the course of studies pursued by each will be
conformed as much as possible to the wishes of the
parents.”
Other school books were offered for sale in Pensacola
in the fall of 1827. 37 Some of the texts in mathematics
were : Jess’, Pike’s, and Root’s Arithmetics, Bonnycastle’s
and Simson’s Algebra, Hutton’s Mathematics, Mackey’s
Navigation, Gummere’s and Flint’s Surveying, and Simson’s Euclid. English books included Campbell’s Rhetoric, Murray’s Grammar, Aesop’s Fables, Walker’s Rhetorical Grammar. Among the histories were found, Goodrich’s History of the United States, Grimshaw’s History
of England, Adams’ and Kennett’s Roman Antiquities,
and Whelpey’s Compendium of History. Ironside’s and
Valpy’s Greek Grammars, Adams’ and Ruddiman’s Latin
Grammars, Ainsworth’s and Entick’s Latin Dictionaries
seem to have been the chief aids in the study of the
ancient languages, while Perrin’s French Grammar and
Fernandez’ Spanish Grammar were used in the study of
modern languages.
Only two items have been discovered that shed any
light on the methods employed in Florida schools before
1830. One of them, the habit of teaching the pupils to
read aloud, may be seen in the advertisement of Randolph’s Tallahassee “Female Academy” quoted -above.
The other was the almost universal custom in the academies of having examinations in every subject at the end
of each quarter or session.
Since the schools were under the control of private persons or corporations, a tuition fee was naturally charged
except probably in the case of the Pensacola Sunday
37
Pensacola Gazette, Dec. 14. 1827. Most of these books were in
common use elsewhere. See Hall-Quest’s The Textbook and Johnson’s Old Time Schools and School-Books.
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School. Unfortunately the meagre records extant give
us insufficient data to draw a general conclusion on the
average amount of the fees. We know that the tuition
fees of Leon Academy in 1827 were ten dollars a session
of five months for the lowest class, fifteen dollars for the
second class and twenty dollars for the third class. 38 The
terms of Bonavista Academy for the same year were
four dollars and a half per quarter for the elementary
class, six dollars for the second class, and eight dollars
for the highest class. 39
It is always interesting to estimate the enrollment in
these schools. Since only one of them, the Leon
Academy, existed for any length of time, we may safely
assume that the income of the organizers was so small
that they soon turned to more profitable employment.
On the other hand, since others immediately took up the
work, it is fair to suppose that there was sufficient demand for schools that led teachers to hope that they
might make a living. Another proof that no institution
ever had a large enrollment in those early days is the
fact that in no instance were more than two teachers required, even in the academies with their fairly numerous
courses.
II.

.

FORESHADOWINGS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Although no public schools were organized before
1830, the leaders of the territory were planning for
them. Soon after Florida was ceded to the United States,
Congress provided that the sixteenth section of each
township should be reserved for school purposes. In
1823 the national government set aside two townships
of land, one in East Florida and one in West Florida, for
establishing seminaries. 40 The members of the third
Legislative Council memoralized Congress to reserve one
38
39

Pensacola Gazette, Mar. 9, 1827.

Ibid. Sept. 14, 1827.
40
U. S. Statutes at Large, III, p. 756.
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or more townshins in the Middle District for the endowment of a university, and unsold lots in Pensacola
and St. Augustine for educational purposes, 41 - a petition
not granted by the government. In 1827 Congress
amended its seminary township act by providing that
the township in East Florida might consist of selected
sections in different parts of the territory. 42
The Legislative Council in 1828 passed a law to provide the machinery for the administration of these lands.
A board of three trustees for each county was to be
appointed for one year by the governor and the council.
These boards were to have charge of all school lands,
which could be leased until Florida became a state. The
money obtained from the seminary lands was to be kept
by the territorial treasurer until provision for its use
should be made by law. The proceeds from the reserved
sixteenth sections should be used for the erection of
school houses in each township and for the education of
the children. 43 No information is available to show
whether buildings were erected under the provisions of
this act, but it is probable that there were no results before the end of our period.
It was apparently deemed unsatisfactory to have the
seminary lands and the public school lands administered
by the same officials. Consequently, the law was amended
the following year so that, while the sixteenth sections
were managed as before, the seminary lands were to be
controlled by a body called the President and Directors
of the Literary Fund. This board consisted of the
governor and two members from each judicial district,
elected annually by the “housekeepers” of the district.
It was to have a yearly meeting, to make reports to the
Legislative Council and to appoint three commissioners
for each county, who would manage all school lands ex41
42
43

Acts, third session, 1824, p. 309.
U. S. Statutes at Large, IV, pp. 201-202.
Acts, seventh session, 1828, p. 247 f.
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cept the sixteenth sections. 44 It is interesting to note
that this Literary Fund board later developed into the
first board of education for the territory of Florida. 45
III.

READING ROOMS, LIBRARIES, AND BOOK STORES

One other phase, the reading done by adults, must
be considered before this picture of early Florida education is complete. Here conditions seem to have been
more encouraging than in the case of the schools. The
book stores, libraries, and reading rooms at times remained in existence for years, and the proprietorship
was infrequently changed. Thus, William Hasell Hunt
started a book store in Pensacola in March, 1822, 46 which
he still operated in March, 1829. 47 He also had a circulating library attached to his store, which, however, had
a more precarious existence, for it was not in continuous
operation. It was open in the spring of 1822, closed at
the beginning of April, 1824, open in November, 1826,
and was permanently closed by Hunt on January 31,
1829. 48 William Wilson conducted a circulating library
in Tallahassee in 1829. 49 A reading room, owned by L.
Patrick, was in existence in Pensacola in 1822. 50 St.
Augustine had in 1825 a rather pretentious reading room
with a small library as an additional feature. 51
In addition to these public libraries there were undoubtedly many private libraries in the homes of the
better class of people, but here we have hardly anything
more than surmises, as only one reference is found to a
private library. In 1827 the home of Joseph M. White,
the territorial delegate to Congress, was ransacked by
44
45

46
47

48

Acts, eighth session, 1829, p. 157 f.
Acts, ninth session, 1831, p. 15 f.

Floridian (of Pensacola), Mar. 23, 1822.

Pensacola Gazette, Mar. 3, 1829.

All this information comes from the issues of the Pensacola
Gazette.
49
Floridian and Advocate, Sept. 15, 1829.
50
Floridian, June 1, 1822.
51
East Florida Herald, Feb. 8, 1825.
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thieves. The following books were missing: one volume
of Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, one
volume of Hume’s History of England, one volume of
Shakespeare, one volume of Tacitus, four volumes of
Select Speeches, three volumes of De Ritz’s Memoirs,
and two volumes of Leland’s Demosthenes. 52
The books in circulating libraries and book-stores
should be a fair criterion of what the reading public demanded. The Pensacola Circulating Library had on its
list in 1822 the novels, Kelroy, and The Pirate, and
Brydon’s Tour Through Sicily and Malta. 53 Among fiction writers Scott was apparently the most popular, as
Hunt’s store in 1827 offered for sale the latest novels
by that author, although those other favorites of the early
part of the nineteenth century, Mrs. Radcliffe and Jane
Porter, were also represented in The Mysteries of
Udolpho and Thaddeus of Warsaw and other works.
Robinson Crusoe and Arabian Night's Entertainments
were then as now, found in the book stores. Poetry
filled a proportionately larger space one hundred years
ago. Hunt’s store lists, among others, Byron’s and
Pope’s works, Milton’s Paradise Lost, Cowper’s Task,
and Moore's Lalla Rookh. The section of children’s
books included Lives of George Washington, Putnam,
Moreau, and a History of William Tell.
Hunt’s list was well balanced as it contained many
volumes of a more serious nature. Besides the school
books mentioned above, it had Smith’s Wealth of Nations,
Hallam’s Middle Ages, Robertson’s Charles V, Trumbull’s United States, Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, and Allen’s American Revolution. 54
Even heavier were the volumes loaned by private individuals to the St. Augustine Reading Room in 1825, for
52
53

Pensacola Gazette, July 6, 1827.
Ibid. May 10, 1824.

54
All the titles mentioned up to this point are found unless otherwise noted, in a full page advertisement in the Pensacola Gazette of

Dec. 14, 1827.
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example, Cleveland’s Mineralogy, Parke’s Chemical Essays, Malthus On Population, and Seybert’s Statistics. 55
This reading room also contained an unusually extensive list of periodicals and newspapers, such as the
Edinburgh Review, Quarterly Review, Westminster Review, North American Review, Sporting Magazine,
National Intelligencer, New York Evening Post, Niles
Weekly Register, and Charleston Courier.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Educational activities in Florida before 1830 consisted of courageous pioneer efforts to start private
schools and academies, of initial plans to start public
schools, and of public and private libraries and reading
rooms for the self-education of the territory’s reading
public. These ventures did not differ essentially from
those found in the states at that time, except in size.
They may seem puny, petty, and almost hopeless in many
cases, but the future undoubtedly seemed encouraging
to the inhabitants when they considered that Florida had
less than thirty-five thousand people in 1830 and that
most of these had arrived in the territory within the
preceding eight years. Viewed in this light, these beginnings seemed prophetic of great future cultural development.
J AMES O. K NAUSS .
[N O T E . The above article is intended to be a study
supplementary to Cochran’s History of Public School
Education in Florida (State Department of Education,
Tallahassee, 1921). The most powerful of all adult
educative influences, the newspapers, will be discussed
in a separate monograph. P. F. Finner, professor of
education in the Florida State College for Women, and
A. H. Roberts, Tallahassee, one of the leading authorities on territorial Florida history, have read the article
and helped the author to correct those errors that often
creep into a paper of this nature.]
55

East Florida Herald, Feb. 8, 1825.
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By the KING, a PROCLAMATION. GEORGE, R.
Whereas we have taken into our royal consideration
the extensive and valuable acquisitions in America, secured to our crown by the late definitive treaty of peace
concluded at Paris the 10th day of February last; and
being desirous that all our loving subjects, as well of
our kingdoms as of our colonies in America, may avail
themselves, with all convenient speed, of the great benefits and advantages which must accrue therefrom to their
commerce, manufactures, and navigation ; we have
thought fit, with the advice of our privy council, to issue
this, our royal proclamation, hereby to publish and declare to all our loving subjects, that we have, with the
advice of our said privy council, granted our letters patent
under our great seal of Great Britain, to erect within the
countries and islands, ceded and confirmed to us by the
said treaty, four distinct and separate governments,
stiled and called by the names of Quebec, East Florida,
West Florida, and Grenada, and limited and bounded
as follows, viz.
First * * * Quebec * * *
Secondly, The government of East Florida, bounded
to the Westward by the Gulph of Mexico and the
Apalachicola River; to the Northward, by a line drawn
from that part of the said river where the Catahouchee
and Flint Rivers meet, to the source of St. Mary’s river,
and by the course of the said river to the Atlantic Ocean;
and to the East and South by the Atlantic Ocean, and the
Gulph of Florida, including all islands within six leagues
of the sea coast.
Thirdly, The government of West Florida, bounded
to the Southward by the Gulph of Mexico, including all
islands within six leagues of the coast from the river
Apalachicola to lake Ponchartrain; to the Westward by
the said lake, the lake Maurepas, and the river Mississippi;
to the Northward by a line drawn due East from that
part of the river Mississippi which lies in 31 degrees North
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latitude, to the river Apalachicola, or Catahouchee; and
to the Eastward by the said river.
Fourthly, * * * Grenada * * *
And whereas it will greatly contribute to the speedy
settling our said new governments, that our loving subjects be informed of our paternal care for the security of
the liberties and properties of those who are, and shall
become, inhabitants thereof; we have thought fit to publish and declare, by this our proclamation, that we have,
in the letters patent under our great seal of Great Britain,
by which the said governments are constituted, given express power and direction to our governors of our said
colonies respectively, that so soon as the state and circumstances of the said colonies will admit thereof, they
shall, with the advice and consent of our council, summon
and call general assemblies within the said governments
respectively, in such manner and form as is used and
directed in those provinces and colonies in America,
which are under our immediate government ; and we have
also given power to the said governors, with the consent
of our said councils, and the representatives of the people,
so to be summoned as aforesaid, to make, constitute,
and ordain laws, statutes, and ordinances for the publick
peace, welfare and good government of our said colonies,
and of the people and inhabitants thereof, as near
as may be agreeable to the laws of England, and under
such regulations and restrictions as are used in other
colonies; and in the meantime, and until such assemblies
can be called as aforesaid, all persons inhabiting in, or
resorting to our said colonies, may confide in our royal
protection for the enjoyment of the benefit of the laws, of
our realm of England; for which purpose we have given
power under our great seal to the governors of our said
colonies respectively, to erect and constitute, with the
advice of our said councils respectively, courts of judicature and publick justice within our said colonies, for the
hearing and determining all causes, as well criminal as
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civil, according to law and equity, and, as near as may be,
agreeable to the laws of England, with liberty to all persons who may think themselves aggrieved by the sentence
of such courts, in all civil cases to appeal under the usual
limitations and restrictions to us, in our privy council.
We have also thought fit, with the advice of our
privy council as aforesaid, to give unto the governors
and councils of our said three new colonies upon the continent, full power and authority to settle and agree with
the inhabitants of our said new colonies, or with any
other persons who may resort thereto for such lands,
tenements, hereditaments as are now, or hereafter shall
be in our power to dispose of, and them to grant to any
such person or persons, upon such terms, and under such
moderate quitrents, services and acknowledgments, as
have been appointed and settled in our other colonies, and
under such other conditions as shall appear to be necessary and expedient for the advantage of the Grantees,
and the improvement and settlement of our said colonies.
And whereas we are desirous, upon all occasions, to
testify our royal sense and approbation of the conduct
and bravery of the officers and soldiers of our armies,
and to reward the same, we do hereby command and
impower our governors of our said three new colonies,
and all other our governors of our several provinces on
the continent of North America to grant, without fee
or reward, to such reduced officers as have served in
North America during the late war, and to such private
soldiers as have been or shall be disbanded in America,
and are actually residin g there, and shall personally apply for the same, the following quantities of lands, subject at the expiration of ten years to the same quit rents
as other lands are subject to in the province within which
they are granted, as also subject to the same conditions
of cultivation and improvement, viz.
To every person having the rank of a field officer,
5000 acres.
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To every captain, 3000 acres.
To every subaltern or staff officer, 2000 acres.
To every non-commission officer, 200 acres.
To every private man, 50 acres.
We do likewise authorize and require the governors
and commander in chief of all our said colonies upon the
continent of North America to grant the like quantities
of land, and upon the same conditions, to such reduced
officers of our navy of like rank, as served on board our
ships of war in North America at the times of the reduction of Louisbourg and Quebec in the late war, and who
shall personally apply to our respective governors for
such grants.
And whereas it is just and reasonable, and essential
to our interest and the security of our colonies, that the
several nations or tribes of Indians, with whom we are
connected, and who live under our protection, should not
be molested or disturbed in the possession of such parts
of our dominions and territories as, not having been
ceded to, or purchased by us, are reserved to them, or any
of them, as their hunting grounds, we do therefore, with
the advice of our privy council, declare it to be our
royal will and pleasure, that no governor, or commander
in chief, in any of our colonies of Quebec, East Florida
or West Florida, do presume, on any pretense whatever,
to grant warrants of survey, or pass any patents for lands
beyond the bounds of their respective governments, as
described in their commissions ; as also that no governor
or commander in chief of any of our other colonies or
plantations in America, do presume for the present, and
until our further pleasure be known, to grant warrant of
survey, or pass patents for any lands beyond the heads
or sources of any of the rivers which fall into the
Atlantic Ocean from the West or North-West; or, upon
any lands whatever, which not having been ceded to, or
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purchased by us, as aforesaid, are reserved to the said
Indians, or any of them.
And we do further declare it to be our royal will and
pleasure, for the present as aforesaid, to reserve under
our sovereignty, protection, and dominion, for the use of
the said Indians, all the lands and territories not included
within the limits of our said three governments ; as also
all the lands and territories lying to the westward of the
sources of the rivers which fall into the sea from the
West and North-West as aforesaid; and we do hereby
strictly forbid, on pain of our displeasure, all our loving
subjects from making any purchases or settlements whatever, or taking possession of any of the lands reserved,
without our especial leave and license for that purpose
first obtained.
And we do strictly further enjoin and require all persons whatever, who have either wilfully or inadvertently
seated themselves on any lands within the countries above
described, or upon any other lands, which not having
been ceded to or purchased by us, are still reserved to the
said Indians as aforesaid, forthwith to remove themselves
from such settlements.
And whereas great frauds have been committed in the
purchasing lands of the Indians, to the great prejudice
of our interests, and to the great dissatisfaction of said
Indians; in order therefore to prevent such irregularities
for the future, and to the end that the Indians may be
convinced of our justice and determined resolution to remove all cause of discontent, we do, with the advice of
our privy council, strictly enjoin and require, that no
private person do presume to make any purchase from
the said Indians of any lands reserved to the said
Indians in those parts of our colonies where we
have thought proper to allow settlement ; but that if at
any time the said Indians should be inclined to dispose
of the said lands, the same shall be purchased only for
us in our name at some public assembly or meeting of the
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said Indians to be held for that purpose by the governor
or commander in chief of our colony respectively in
which they shall lie: And in case they shall lie within
the limits of any proprietary government, they shall be
purchased only for the use, and in the name of such
proprietaries conformable to such directions and instructions as we or they shall think proper to give for that
purpose: And we do declare and enjoin, that the trade of
the said Indians shall be free and open to all our subjects
whatever, provided that every person who shall incline
to trade with the said Indians, do take out a licence for
carrying on such trade, from the governor or commander
in chief of any of our colonies respectively, where such
person shall reside, and also give security to observe such
regulations as we shall at any time think fit, by ourselves
or by our commissaries, to be appointed for this purpose,
to direct and appoint for the benefit of the said trade:
And we do hereby authorize, enjoin and require the governors and commanders in chief of all our colonies respectively, as well those under our immediate government
as those under the direction of proprietaries, to grant
such licences without fee or reward, taking especial care
to insert therein a condition that such licence shall be
void, and the security forfeited in case the person to
whom the same is granted shall refuse or neglect to observe such regulations as we shall think proper to prescribe.
And we do further expressly enjoin and require all
officers whatever, as well military as those employed in
the management and direction of Indian affairs within
the territories reserved, for the use of the said Indians
to seize and apprehend all persons whatever, who standing charged with treasons, misprisions of treasons, murders, or other felonies or misdemeanours, shall fly from
justice and take refuge in the said territory, and to send
them under a proper guard to the colony where the
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crime was committed of which they shall stand accused,
in order to take their trial for the same.
Given at our court at St James’s, the 7th day of October, 1763, in the third year of our reign.
GOD save the KING.
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NOTES AND COMMENT
An exceedingly interesting book has just appeared The Negro of the Old South, by Mrs. Nicholas Ware
Eppes, of Tallahassee. Here is an unusual picture in
varied but true colors and with vivid detail of antebellum plantation life in Middle Florida; hence the volume must be mentioned again, and will be reviewed in the
next issue of the Quarterly.

Our journal was first published in April, 1908, and
six numbers were issued during that and the following
year. A few copies of these are available for those who
may wish to purchase them. Any one or all will be sent
postpaid for seventy-five cents each by the Assistant
Secretary, Miss E. R. Williams, Box 42, Jacksonville.

Florida has long since recovered from even the more
disastrous effects of Reconstruction ; the burden put upon
her by the waste and theft of a carpetbag and negro
government was soon lifted; the insults and worse suffered during those years are largely forgotten - but the
State still carries the mark of that government - Florida
still is branded with an alien seal.
All who read the discussion of the State’s two seals
by T. Frederick Davis in the Quarterly of October last,
must agree with him that “Florida is entitled to a new
coat of arms”. Doubtless all of us would wish to go
further and say that Florida should have an old new
seal - that the State should again adopt the seal which
was its honored mark continuously until August, 1868.
It is said that Governor Moseley designed this origi-
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nal seal, 1 and it seems probable that he would at least
have a share in its production. Some now might think it
crude, and doubtless it is not what would be chosen today ;
but its simplicity is an attraction, and it has a charm
(wholly lacking in the grotesque details of the monstrosity of 1868) which seems to be a reminder of the early
years of statehood.
In continuation, Mr. Davis recently writes - “There
was no excuse in the world for changing the seal [in
1868], and their only object was simply to do away with
everything that represented Florida prior to the War.
The design is not the only absurd thing about it-they
provided in the Act that this design ‘shall never be
changed’, and thereby issued orders to subsequent legislatures, an insult in itself”.

Mr. Davis is the author of A History of Early Jacksonville, published some years ago. Though not an
exhaustive work, it received much commendation. The
author himself, however, was not satisfied and is now
gathering material for a History of Jacksonville which
will cover the whole period of the city’s existence. I n
order that the volume might be as complete as possible,
any one who has matter relating in any way to the place
is asked to allow Mr. Davis to see it or to have a copy
made.

A similar request is made for Dr. J. O. Knauss, of
Tallahassee, who is now completing a monograph on
early Florida newspapers and their editors. Should a
reader know the location of any early papers of the State,
1
The authority for this is Charles A. Choate, a Tallahasseean,
and a member of the Society in the old days; but what evidence he
possessed is unknown. Should any one have evidence relating to the
design or adoption of this seal, will he not make it known.
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will he not inform Dr. Knauss. Even a single issue
might be of great importance - for there are many
Florida papers of which not one copy has so far been
unearthed.
Any such assistance given Dr. Knauss or Mr. Davis
will be highly valued by them and will be a help towards
one main objective of the Historical Society - the writing
of Florida’s history.

The Society would be glad to secure relics of those
who were leaders in former periods of Florida history,
and also those of the Confederacy. Any such will be
carefully preserved. A cane presented to General William
J. Hardee, the distinguished Confederate leader, by his
fellow officers has been added to the collection of relics
of the Society, as the gift of George W. Hardee of
Jacksonville.

A good number of members have been added to our
roll since the annual meeting in Tallahassee, but the
membership still must be doubled before we can support
the Society, even with its present limited activities.
Hence your share is to secure one new member, and you
are earnestly asked to do your part. Our future is far
from being assured. There will be a solid foundation
under the body only when all of those in Florida who feel
a genuine interest in her history are got together.

Since the January number of the journal two Life and
several Contributing Members have been added to our
roll. In addition to his former generosity to the Society,
President Arthur T, Williams has subscribed to a Life
Membership at one hundred dollars. Mr. Arthur G.
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Cummer, of Jacksonville, has done likewise; and the following are Contributing Members for the present year at
ten dollars : R h y d o n M . C a l l , M r s . W a s h i n g t o n E .
Connor, Edward M. L’Engle, S. Davies Warfield, and
P. K. Yonge. As appeared from the President’s annual
report, in the last issue of the Quarterly, we must depend
on help such as this until our goal of five hundred members is reached ; so we are especially grateful to these
contributors. You will be glad to know that the membership roll has now passed the two hundred mark.
Active members who have joined the Society since
the list published in the January journal are:
Benedict, Father
Bohnenberger, Carl
Bruce, F. W.
Buckman, Mrs. H. H.
Chamber of Commerce
Epperson, W. J.
Firmer, P. F.
Folsom, Moses
Foster, J. Clifford R.
Hunter, William
Krome, Wm. J.
Loftin, Scott M.
Muldon, J. M.
McClung, Mrs. S. 0.
McKay, D. B.
Newman, Alfred E.
Norwood, Arthur
O'Riordan, Fr. J. J.
Pasco, S.
Peninsular Pub. Company
Pierce, H. L.
Reese, J. S.
Reese, J. H.
Renshaw, Frank G.
Shackleford, T. M., Sr.
Stirling, M. W.
Stovall, W. F.
Wartmann, E. L.
White, Jennie May
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St. Leo
Jacksonville
Arlington
Jacksonville
Pensacola
Bronson
Tallahassee
Jacksonville
St. Augustine
Tampa
Homestead
Jacksonville
Pensacola
St. Petersburg
Tampa
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
Pensacola
Tampa
St. Petersburg
Pensacola
Miami
Pensacola
Tampa
St. Petersburg
Tampa
Citra
Detroit, Michigan
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HONORARY MEMBERS

New York City
Jacksonville
Tallahassee
New Smyrna
Washington, D. C.
West Palm Beach

New York Public Library
Jacksonville Public Library
Florida State College for Women
Detwiler, John Y.
Fletcher, Duncan U.
Memorial Library
LIFE MEMBERS

Coachman, Walter F.
Cummer, Arthur G.
Lee, Ambrose
Rogers, C. B.
Taliaferro, James P.
Williams, Arthur T.

Jacksonville
Jacksonville
New York City
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Jacksonville

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS

Call, Rhydon M.
Connor, Mrs. Washington E.
L’Engle, Edward M.
Yonge, P. K.
Warfield, S. Davies

Jacksonville
New York City
Jacksonville
Pensacola
Baltimore, Maryland

ACTIVE MEMBERS

Alexander, James E.
Appleyard, Paul S.
Appleyard, T. J.
Andrews, C. 0.
Anderson, Annie L.
Apple, Mrs. Mary E.
Barnett, Bion H.
Barnett, Mrs. Bion H.
Bartlett, A. F.
Barnhill, E. G.
Benedict, Father St. Leo
Bowen, L. J.
Bohnenberger, Carl
Brown, L. C.
Bruce, F. W.
Buckman, Mrs. H. H.
Bright, Mary
Cary, R. M.

Published by STARS, 2020

DeLand
Tallahassee
Tallahassee
Orlando
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
St. Leo

Berlin, Maryland
Jacksonville
St. Petersburg
Arlington
Jacksonville
St. Petersburg
Pensacola
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Carter, W. R.
Cawthon, Mrs. W. L.
Chamber of Commerce
Collins, J. H.
Cook, Mrs. John M.
Corry, W. M.
Conoley, Douglas F.
Cockrell, Alston
Covington, R. V.
Conradi, Edward
Coffee, Mrs. W. P.
Chipman, Mrs. John
Crawford, H. Clay
Crawford, Wm. Bloxham
Cubberly, Fred
Currie, George C.
Carter, John H.
Doggett, John L.
Davis, T. Frederick
Davis, E. T.
Davis, William B.
Dawe, Grosvenor
DuPuis, J. G.
Drew, Horace
Drew, William B.
Drew, Frank
Durkee, Jay H.
Durkee, Mrs. J. H.
Dozier, Mrs. Thomas M.
Dorman, J. T.
Dismukes, John T.
Edwards, L. B.
Eaton, Robert L., Sr.
Eaton, Robert L., Jr.
Emerson, Sarah 0.
Epperson, W. J.
Eaton, Mrs. W. T.
Finner, P. F.
Fleming, C. Seton
Fleming, Mrs. Francis P.
Folsom, Moses
Foster, J. Clifford R.
Frink, Carroll H.
Furchgott, Leopold
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Jacksonville
DeFuniak Springs
Pensacola
Milton
Tallahassee
Quincy
Tampa
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Tallahassee
St. Petersburg
Corinth, Mississippi
Tallahassee
Orlando
Gainesville
West Palm Beach
Marianna
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Tallahassee
Perry
Tallahassee
Lemon City
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Live Oak
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Atlanta, Georgia
Tallahassee
St. Augustine
Tallahassee
Monticello
Tallahassee
St. Petersburg
Bronson
St. Petersburg.
Tallahassee
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
St. Augustine
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
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Filer, D. Z.
Gaines, J. B.
Gibbs, George C.
Glass, James G.
Gomez, Arthur
Gray, Frank S.
Grady, H. L.
Green, Raymond C.
Gilchrist, A. W.
Gunn, Hugh
Grismer, Karl
Hall, Charles R.
Hanna, Roy S.
Hampton, B. F.
Hampton, Hilton S.
Hampton, W. W.
Hamilton, Mrs. F. P.
Harmon, Mrs. George C.
Hathaway, Fons
Hartridge, J. E.
Hoyt, Fred W.
Hunter, Kenneth
Hunter, William
Harris, Minnie Porter
Hunt, Reinnette L.
Harris, J. Vining
Hanna, A. J.
Jennings, Frank E.
Jennings, Mrs. Frank E.
Jones, Lake
Jones, Frank S.
Jacobi, Gertrude F.
Knauss, James O.
Knight, Peter O.
Knowles, William H.
Krome, William J.
Larzelere, L. J.
Lamar, W. B.
Leake, James M.
L’Engle, E. J.
L’Engle, C. S.
Lewis, Mary D.
Lewis, G. E.
Lester, J. Lancelot
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Key West
Tallahassee
Jacksonville
Orlando
Key West
Jacksonville
Apalachicola
Daytona
Punta Gorda
Key West
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
Gainesville
Tampa
Gainesville
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Tallahassee
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Tampa
Key West
Tallahassee
Key West
Winter Park
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Tampa
Bainbridge, Georgia
Jacksonville
Tallahassee
Tampa
Pensacola
Homestead
Jacksonville
Thomasville, Georgia
Gainesville
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Tallahassee
Tallahassee
Key West
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Loftin, Scott M.
Leonard, John C.
Massey, John
Massey, Louis C.
May, Philip S.
Mayo, Nathan
Meginnis, B. A.
McCord, Guyte P.
McClung, Mrs. S. 0.
Milton, W. H.
Milton, Mrs. W. H.
Mizell, Everett
Mucklow, Walter
Murphree, A. A.
Maloney, William F.
Mitchell, Ernest W.
Muldon, J. M.
Merrell, Mrs. Herman
.
McKay, D. B.
Naugle, E.
Norwood, Arthur
Newman, Alfred E.
Oliver, H. L.
O’Riordan, Fr. J. J.
Pettijohn, H. L.
Peninsular Pub. Company
Pasco, S.
Pierce, H. L.
Pierce, J. L.
Porter, Joseph Y.
Porter, Jessie Louise
Phinney, A. H.
Pierce, Mrs. L. L.
Renshaw, Frank G.
Reese, J. S.
Reese, J. H.
Roser, C. M.
Roberts, Albert H.
Robins, Mrs. Raymond
Ruge, John G.
Robertson, James 0.
Reynolds, W. W.
Shackleford, T. M., Sr.
Shores, Venila Lavinia
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Jacksonville
St. Petersburg
Pensacola
Orlando
Jacksonville
Tallahassee
Tallahassee
Tallahassee
St. Petersburg
Marianna
Marianna
Fernandina
Jacksonville
Gainesville
Key West
Jacksonville
Pensacola
St. Petersburg
Tampa
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
Apalachicola
St. Petersburg
Jacksonville
Tampa
Pensacola
St. Petersburg
Marianna
Key West
Key West
St. Petersburg
Marianna
Pensacola
Pensacola
Miami
St. Petersburg
Tallahassee
Brooksville
Apalachicola
Takoma Park, Maryland
Cassopolis, Michigan
Tampa
Tallahassee
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Sherman, Joe
Sanderson, E. M.
Smethurst, Mary G.
Stetson, John B., Jr.
Shine, W. H.
Stirling, M. W.
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